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“A population biobank is a collection of biological materials 
that has the following characteristics:

I. The collection has a population basis;

II. It is established, or has been converted, to supply 
biological materials or data derived therefrom for multiple 
future research projects;

III. It contains biological materials and associated personal 
data which may include or be linked to genealogical, 
medical or lifestyle data and which may be regularly 
updated;

IV. It receives and supplies materials in an organized 
manner.”

Council of Europe, Recommendation Rec (2006)4 of the 
Committee of Ministers to member states on research on 
biological materials of human origin

Public Population Project in Public Population Project in 
Genomics (P3G)Genomics (P3G)

P³G is an international consortium whose 
Charter members are leading public 
organizations partaking in large-scale genetic 
epidemiological studies and biobanks.

P³G is dedicated to fostering collaboration 
between researchers and projects in the field 
of population genomics.

P³G develops, in an open and transparent 
manner, research tools for effective 
collaboration between biobanks so as to 
enable the international research community to 
share expertise and resources and facilitate 
knowledge transfer for the health of 
populations. 

- (www.p3g.org)
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Prospective/retrospective

Longitudinal

Broad consent + recontact

No direct benefits (except for initial «assessment»)

No return of research results/incidental findings
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“Restrictions on access to information 
at any stage of the innovative process 
obstruct the flow of scientific 
information and thereby impede 
scientific progress. Such restrictions 
are also contrary to the needs of 
scientific inquiry and are inimical to 
openness and transparency.”

The University of Manchester, Institute for Science, Ethics 
and Innovation, Who Owns Science? The Manchester 
Manifesto,  2009.
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« Such research can be granted ethical endorsement under the 
principle of reciprocity, which encompasses the idea that accepting 
benefit from past medical research, inherent in the utilisation of 
medical services, carries some expectation of a willingness to 
participate in research for the common good. »

- Bioethics Advisory Committee, Personal 
Information in Biomedical Research, Singapore, 2007


