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Attendees: L Walker, R Zand, S Babcock, D Ofosu-Barko, B Gagne, C Paquet,  
J Joza, D Raymond-Watts, S Page, S Bennett, S Richardson 
 
 

1. APPROVALS 
• Lori thanked Diana for doing the minutes. The minutes of the December 20, 2016 

meeting were approved with minor editorial changes as noted. Brenda/Catherine  
   

• The agenda was approved as distributed. 

 

2. TREASURERS REPORT   Brenda  

Brenda provided an informal report noting that our financials are comparable to last month.  A 
written report will follow within a week. The final engagement report is now ready for 2015. 
Preparation of the 2016 report should be faster. Membership renewals are trickling in. 
Catherine will send a reminder email. [DRW joined the call.] Brenda has renewed all Directors’ 
memberships for the coming, but there seems to be a system glitch related to website access 
which LW will follow-up. BG needs the printing deadline for AGM so she can work with printers 
in Halifax. 

 

3. NEW BUSINESS   
• CAREB-ACCER SUPPORT IN PRINCIPLE OF ATLANTIC INDIGENOUS PROJECT GRANT. 

Brenda has been invited to be part of a CIHR grant for an indigenous mentorship 
program for health scholars, perhaps for an ethics subproject, potentially around more 
culturally appropriate ethics review. Lori agreed in principle that Brenda could include 
her CAREB role. This is about leveraging connections rather than a formal letter of 
support from CAREB. For instance, Brenda can discuss connections/dissemination via the 
CAREB listserv and website and perhaps a webinar in the future. This support/leveraging 
would be available to all Board members similarly engaged in other work. 

 



• CARL – PORTAGE/CAREB-ACCER PROJECT – Susan provided an overview. Lori has been 
invited to attend the related SSHRC/PORTAGE Research Data Management Workshop in 
Ottawa. This is a way to build on our partnership agreement with CARL-PORTAGE which 
we made two years ago. Susan to send LW her RDM materials. 

• SUCCESSION PLANNING  - Lori led the discussion. We need more REB members as 
Directors, perhaps some minimum number. ESB asked about REB members who are also 
administrators, so long as they are voting members. We can reach out to those folk – 
they may get institutional support for this service – and it may enhance our credibility. 
Board composition will be affected depending whether we are looking to a new model 
where the Board provides strategic direction vs leadership on ethical decisions vs being a 
working Board. Can members advise by end of January their intentions for coming year? 
Susan is stepping down this spring. Several other people’s terms are finished as well. 
Rachel is chairing the nomination committee, please let her know your intentions. Per 
2016 AGM materials, we are facing a significant number of vacancies. 

 

4. ACTIONS ARISING  
• COMMENTS ON PROPOSED TCPS2 REVISIONS – Very few comments were received. 

Chapter 11 might be suitable for CAREB comment. The majority of the changes are not 
contentious. Course-based research changes may pose institutional issues. Chapter 11 is 
contentious because it mixes interventional research and clinical trials and most non-
health researchers will not see themselves or their work in this chapter. Language is 
inconsistent, analysis/rationale is unclear. Everyone should send their points to 
Catherine to collate by January 24. The final draft will come back to the Board for 
comment. 

• CAREB-ACCER RESOURCE USER SURVEY - DOB reviewed the survey. Susan suggested we 
wait until more product is launched (VREB, webinars, REB Directory). At the December 
meeting the Board unanimously endorsed distribution of the survey. MCC and PDC 2014 
survey was intended to identify priorities for CPC, PDC, MCC. What did PDC and MCC do 
with it? PDC did use results to inform webinar development. New survey needs to 
acknowledge past survey, changes arising and reason for this survey. LW and DOB will 
work on survey preface. DOB would prefer to launch this sooner so results can be 
discussed at Conference, part of Network Cafes  like thePRIMR Lounge. Agreed the 
survey would launch mid to late February with some different framing.  

  

5. STANDING REPORTS (brief updates for information purposes) 
• MCC – Catherine reported there are ~70 renewals/new memberships. TCPS2 reminder 

will go out. Investigate coupons for renewals. Membership renewal letter has to be 
updated and Nina will distribute.  We need more posting on the forum. 
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• PDC/VREB Delilah/Lori  - Data have been compiled, but VREB chairs and reviewers are 
busy. We hope to have one perhaps two case analyses ready for posting by end of 
February. DOB reported webinars are behind schedule due to difficulty recruiting 
content experts. [Julie, Brenda, Sarah all left the call at 2:00.] Sarah will send Network 
Café material by email. Directors who work on webinar content will be paid the same as 
any other resource. Circle of experts application process – we have an unknown 
applicant with experience in research ethics, qualitative research, vulnerable 
populations. All applicants should be Googled. [DOB left call at 2:05.] 

 
• CPC - Lori/Rachel/Sarah  The draft agenda was discussed briefly. The NETWORK CAFÉ 

should include a CAREB Table, as well as resource sharing/grab bag session for tools and 
resources that folk have developed, possible titled REB take away. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting adjourned at 2:20. 


