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SETS File # 2020-PRE-05 

 
 
December 1, 2020 
 
Ms. Delilah Ofosu-Barko 
CAREB President 
c/o Trillium Health Partners 
100 Queensway West 
Mississauga, ON 
L5B 1B8 
 
Re: Notification of Decision on your SETS grant application entitled “CAREB-ACCER 
Research Ethics Continuing Professional Development Virtual Colloquium Series” 
 
Dear Ms. Ofosu-Barko, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the SRCR Education and Training Support (SETS) Grant 
program. It is my pleasure to inform you that a grant has been approved for the above-mentioned 
application as follows: 
 
Amount:    $25,000.00 
Award Period:  April 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021 
 
Please find attached a summary of the comments from the reviewers. 
 
This grant is awarded by the Secretariat on Responsible Conduct of Research (SRCR) through 
the Panel on Research Ethics (PRE) and the Panel on Responsible Conduct of Research (PRCR), 
on behalf of the three federal research granting agencies: the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR), the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC), 
and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). As a recipient of 
Canadian government funds, it is important to let Canadians know how their tax money is spent. 
Therefore, we ask that you acknowledge the assistance of SRCR, PRE, PRCR and the three 
granting agencies where appropriate.  
 
This grant is awarded directly in support of the CAREB-ACCER Research Ethics Continuing 
Professional Development Virtual Colloquium Series. Trillium Health Partners assumes the 
administration of the grant in accordance with Agency guidelines. As the recipient of this award, 
you assume responsibility to authorize all expenditures in accordance with the Tri-Agency Guide 
on Financial Administration for the regulations governing the use of grant funds. For more  
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information, please refer to https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-
AFTO/index_eng.asp. Your institution will also need to submit a Statement of Account (Form 
300) for the period ending March 31, 2021. 
 
A final grant report should be submitted to SRCR 60 days following the authority to use funds 
date. 
 
On behalf of PRE, PRCR, and SRCR, please accept my best wishes for a successful project. 

 
Cordially, 
 
 
 
 
Susan Zimmerman 
Executive Director 
Secretariat on Responsible Conduct of Research 
 
 
 
c.c.  Simone Harrington, Vice President, Institute for Better Health, Trillium Health Partners 

Carolyn Ells, Chair, Panel on Research Ethics 
Ann McDougall, Chair, Panel on Responsible Conduct of Research 
Finance Divisions (CIHR, NSERC and SSHRC) 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/index_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/index_eng.asp


 
3 

 

 
Name of Applicant: Delilah Ofosu-Barko 

Grant No.: 2020-PRE-05 

Title: CAREB-ACCER Research Ethics Continuing Professional Development Virtual 
Colloquium Series 

Review Discussion – Notes for Applicant 

Overall, the reviewers were impressed by the organization of the proposed Research Ethics 
Continuing Professional Development Virtual Colloquium Series and found the series to be an 
excellent alternative to a full conference. Offering it virtually with simultaneous translation will 
allow for a broader attendance. This format also allows for attendees to integrate and build on 
their learning as the series progresses. CAREB could leverage its partner organizations’ 
communication channels and platforms to increase promotion of the event for a higher chance of 
impact and reach.  

The reviewers emphasized the importance of making the event materials and recordings publicly 
available i.e., not limited to CAREB members. The reviewers noted that this was raised in 
comments to previous CAREB applications. As a publicly funded event, it should benefit the 
wider research community.  

The reviewers view the Anti-Black Racism Discussion Series as a good starting point for raising 
awareness in the research community. As the series seemed like a separate project, the reviewers 
emphasized the importance of connecting the anti-Black discussion to the objectives of the rest 
of the CAREB program. A broader impact of this series can be accomplished by utilizing the 
background and expertise of the consultants to broaden the discussion to include visible 
minorities, Indigenous groups, gender etc. This way it can be linked to the objectives of the 
SETS program and the TCPS guidance, especially to fairness and equity in research participation 
(ch. 4) and research involving the First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples of Canada (ch. 9). 
Reviewers were enthusiastic about the potential for the anti-Black racism discussions to lead to 
future CAREB continuing professional development opportunities that closely connect with 
TCPS guidance (for researchers and REBs) and the responsible conduct of research in Canada.  

Please note that members of the CAREB Board of Directors are not eligible to receive financial 
support from this grant given they would be considered members of the “grant team.” As per the 
Tri-Agency Financial Administration guide,  

“’Honoraria’ refers to monetary payments made on a one-time or non-
routine basis to an individual as a “thank you” for a service for which fees 
are not traditionally paid (i.e., speeches, lectures, seminars, etc. by a guest 
lecturer/speaker). Grant recipients cannot receive honoraria from tri-
agency grants.” 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/index_eng.asp
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If the Applicant is unable to secure the remaining funds, the Applicant is asked to review the 
event’s proposed activities with the aim of prioritizing the topics most relevant to the research 
ethics community (and TCPS 2). If financing becomes an issue, the Applicant is asked to address 
any adjustments that are made in the final report. In the final report, the Applicant is also asked 
to address the effectiveness of posting webinar recordings and other materials to social media as 
a form of dissemination. 


