communique
The Strategy for Patient-Oriented Research (SPOR) is a national initiative aimed at improving health, health
care and health care delivery based on integrated research outcomes. One goal of SPOR is to strengthen
organizational support for clinical studies in Canada. While Canada has a strong reputation in the area of
clinical research, there are a number of inefficiencies which create delays in undertaking multisite clinical trials.
The process of research ethics review is considered one of the causes of such delays. Therefore, the
streamlining of research ethics review has been identified as an important element of the National Strategy.
A SPOR Advisory Committee was established in March, 2012, to provide advice to the SPOR National
Steering Committee about streamlining multisite research ethics review and improving the efficiency of
patient-oriented research in Canada. The Committee will provide a report to the National Steering Committee
by mid-summer, 2012. Members of the committee are: Sharon Freitag (Chair), Laurel Evans, Larry Felt, Janet
Manzo, Diane Martz, Brian Rowe, Tina Saryeddine, Susan Zimmerman, Nathalie Desrosiers (Observer),
Penny Moody-Corbett and Geneviève Dubois-Flynn.
A consultant has been hired and may approach you (a letter of introduction is attached); please let her know if
you are interested in participating. We hope that you can inform her of the ethics review process you use for
multisite clinical studies and of successful practices you employ. The consultant may consult you for further
input and feedback. We are committed to transparency in this process. Also, it is only through collaboration
with those dealing with these issues that the work of the committee can be successful.
Sincerely,
Penny Moody-Corbett, PhD
Director Ethics Office and Strategy on Patient Oriented Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
penny.moody-corbett@cihr-irsc.gc.ca
(613) 954-1801
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